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GREETINGS!

It is with great pleasure that I welcome vyou to the
Centennial Celebration of the Farmers Conference on the

campus of Tuskegee University. The theme, ''100 Years of
Progressive  Agriculture: Setting the Pace for a New
Century,'" stresses our commitment to continue the legacy of

Booker T. Washington in providing education and helpful
techniques for the masses through outreach and service.

The first Annual Farmers Conference was held at Tuskegee
University in  February of 1892 and was attended by
approximately 500 farmers who were looking for solutions to
agricultural and community problems. Although the problems
100 years later take on a different scope in terms of their
nature and the techniques and procedures for resolving them,
they are still in many ways the same--survival and growth in
economically difficult times. 1 know that each of you will
bring important insights and suggestions.

The general sessions and workshops have been designed with
care to address the concerns of rural development and its
revitalization. We sincerely hope that you will enjoy the
sessions and that you will have an opportunity to tour our
historic campus--the old and the new.

Again, welcome to Tuskegee University and the Annual Farmers

Conference. I trust that what you experience here will send
you back to your respective areas motivated to make a
difference.

Sincerely,

Benjamin F. Payton
President

Tuskegee, Alabama 36088
(205) 727-8501



STATE OF ALABAMA

PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR

WHEREAS, Tuskegee University was founded in 1881 by Booker T. Washington with an appropriation
from the Alabama Tegislature; and

WHEREAS, Tuskegee University is best known for its agricultural research, its extension work
through the preeminent work of Dr. George Washington Carver whose use of the Jessup Wagon, a school
on wheels, was the forerumer of the Extension Program as we know it today; and

WHEREAS, the campus staff and faculty of Tuskegee contimie in the tradition of Dr. George
Washington Carver, having received many citations and awards for their excellence; and

WHFREAS, the applied agricultural acumen of Dr. George Washington Carver virtually revolutionized
agriculture, not only in the South, but also worldwide, and many still benefit from his endeavors; and

WHEREAS, through the work of Drs. Washington and Carver, Tuskegee University has extended its
service to add night classes in 1883, the start of extension and demonstration classes in rural
coommities in 1885, and the Anmial Farmers Conference in 1892; and

WHEREAS, in February of 1992, Tuskegee University will show special acknowledgement to the
Centermial Year of the Fammers Conference; and

WHEREAS, the 1992 Famers Conference will acknowledge not only 100 years of service, but also will
redefine the purpose of the Agricultural Outreach of Tuskegee University for the next century; and

WHEREAS, the mission of Tuskegee University is to serve, instruct amd perform resesrch for the
betterment of its students and for overall preparation for movement into the 21st century and beyond;
and

WHEREAS, the theme for the centennial celebration is "100 Years of Progressive Agriculture:
Setting the Pace for a New Century;" and

WHEREAS, Tuskegee University, through its present and future efforts, will contime to
positively impact the quality of life for rural Americans:

NW, THEREFCRE, I, Guy Hunt, Govermor of the State of Alabama, do hereby proclaim February 12th,
1992 as

Tuskegee University’s Farmers Conference
Centennial Celebration Day

in Alabama, in recognition of its contributions to agricultural rural development and commitment to
service to all mankind.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND, and the Great
Seal of the Governor's Office at the
State House in the City of Montgomery
on this the 30th day of January, 1992.

o

GuY HYNT




UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20510

HowgeLL HEFLIN
ALABAMA

January 30, 1992

Congratulations!

I join your community and supporters
in saluting the centennial celebration of
the Annual Farmers Conference. Since
1892, the Farmers Conference has been an
honorable forum for innovations and

progress.

I regret that I cannot be there in
person to congratulate you, but I wish the
best of luck to all the future endeavors
of the Farmers Conference.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

A

owell He n

Annual Farmers Conference
"100 Years of Progressive Agriculture"
Tuskegee, Alabama 36088




THE SECRRTARY OF AGRICULTURE
WASHINGTON, D.C.20250-QIQ0

February 11, 1992

100th Annual Farmers Conference
Tuskegee University
Tuskegee, Alabama 36088

Dear Participants:

On behalf of President Bush and myself, it is a pleasure to send
our warmest greetings and heartfelt congratulations to all of you
taking part in the centennial celebration of the Annual Farmers
Conference.

Progress, it has been said, begins a step at a time. And the
house of success is built brick by brick. Since Booker T. Washington
convened the first Annual Farmers Conference in 1892, many historic

steps have been taken and bricks added to the foundation he raised.

Your accomplishments of the last century are both tangible and
praiseworthy--and we salute you. The challenges of the next century
are just as important and critical. It is heartening to know that each
step taken toward tomorrow will be fueled by the inspiration you
provide. And each brick added to those already in place will mark an
important new success.

Again, congratulations on 100 years of achievement. And best
wishes for a productive conference this year.

Sincerely,

%?4; d W#@W

Edward Madigan
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205/727-2180

February 4, 1992

Happy Centennial:

On behalf of the city council and all of the
citizens of Tuskegee, we take this opportunity
to extend our sincerest greetings on the occasion
of the Centennial of the Annual Farmers

Conference being held at Tuskegee University.

Your theme, "100 Years of

the year 2000. George Washington Carver

Booker T. Washington, would be proud of the

progress the annual conference has made
the 1last century 1in terms of serving as
enrichment experience for farmers who

from far and near to Tuskegee University for

this annual event.

Again, our sincerest congratulations and

wish you the wvery best on the occasion of the

celebration of your Centennial.

Sincerely,

ny Ford
Mayor

Progressive
Agriculture: Setting the Pace for a New Century"
is very much appropriate as we move towards
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1892

“To Dr. Washington's surprise, this first conference
brought five hundred farm people to Tuskegee Institute.
To this gathering many came afoot. Great numbers, in

order to be on time for the opening session, left home as
early as midnight prior to the meeting, in various types of

vehicles and conveyances, including wagons drawn by
oxen.

At this and at subsequent conferences, Dr. Washing-
ton always conducted the program and discussions in such
an informal manner that the farmers were assured of their
welcome to the school and readily made to feel that they
were an integral part of the meetings.

Usually someone was called upon to lead an old time

1 . lod — el ; Dr. Booker T. Washington
plantation melody. Soon all present joined in, humming, His vision led fo the first Negro Conference which

nodding, and softly patting their feet. Many times when was laler renamed the “Farmers Conference”
the climax of a spiritual was reached, the atmosphere was
surcharged with that oneness of spirit which so completely
characterizes the Negro rural church gathering. The con-
straints of fear and self-consciousness were swept away, and
kindred souls felt only the stir of emotion which served!to
open their hearts and minds to the inspiration that was to

follow.

Dr. Washington, in his tactful way of
approaching the most delicate subjects,
would launch into his program, calling the
attention of the people to the vital facts
affecting their lives, without offending or
embarrassing them.

Ofall the important events that crowded
Dr. Washington'’s calendar as the years
passed, none received more consideration,
none was more important to him than the

annual home-coming of the Negro farmers A "
to Tuskegee. There was no group of people ' ' Farmers Conference Parade
in the whole country whose cause lay nearer

his heart than that of the Negro farmers.”

From the book The Movable School Goes fo the Negro
Farmer by Thomas Monroe Campbell,
Published by Tuskegee Institute Press, 1936
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