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Collection Summary

Creator:


Brown, Russell Wilfrid (1905-85)
Title:



Papers of Russell W. Brown
Dates:



1923-82
Quantity:


1.46 cubic feet
Identification:

Abstract:


Russell W. Brown was President of the National Institute of Science and of the Southern Branch of the Society for Microbiology.  He was Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Stillman College. He served in a variety of positions at Tuskegee Institute and was Director of the Carver Research Foundation at Tuskegee University, Alabama, from 1944-57 and 1976-79.  Brown authored a number of articles for scientific journals.
Contact Information:
Tuskegee University National Center of Bioethics, Archives and Museums

Tuskegee University

Tuskegee, AL 36088 USA

Phone: (334) 725-2383
Fax: 
Email: archives@tuskegee.edu





URL: www.tuskegee.edu

Administrative Information
Preferred Citation

Papers of Russell W. Brown (1905-85)

Acquisition Information

No information available

Processing Information

The papers were received for processing in archival storage containers, with the documents in what was assumed to be their original folders.  From their arrangement in the storage containers, it was assumed that all the folders were arranged alphabetically by folder title, and were stored in alphabetical order while in active use. However, the alphabetical order was not entirely intact; many of the folders were not labeled, or were mislabeled in reference to their actual contents. 

Also, in light of the belief that the folders were originally filed alphabetically, it was determined that some folders were missing.  Because it was difficult to determine whether all files were originally arranged alphabetically as one unit, or in separate series according to subject matter, and given the present state of the folders, the processors decided to separate the folders into series according to subject matter that would be arranged alphabetically within each series.

In processing the collection, original folders were replaced with acid-free folders.  Folders were labeled, either following the original labeling, or in the case of missing or incorrect labels were assigned folder titles.  Folder titles assigned by the processors are indicated in the inventory enclosed in square brackets.  All metal fasteners were removed.  


Index Terms

The papers are indexed under the following headings in the Tuskegee University Library’s online catalog.  Researchers seeking materials about related subjects, persons, organizations or places should search the catalog using these headings.

Subjects:

George Washington Carver Research Foundation


National Institute of Science


Stillman College


HeLa Cells


Bacteriology


Immunology


Polio/Poliomyelitis

Persons:


Russell W. Brown




James H.M. Henderson


Biography
Russell Wilfrid Brown was born January 17, 1905 to John O. and Lizzie Brown in G[r]ay, Louisiana.  He received the Bachelor of Science degree from Howard University in 1926. Brown began teaching at Rust College as an instructor of biology (1930-31). He earned a Master of Science degree from Iowa State University in 1932 and married the former Mildred McConnell.  Following these events, he became an assistant professor of Bacteriology at Langston University (1932-33) and then Tuskegee Institute (1933-34).  He returned to Iowa State University as a Research Fellow and Assistant where he received the Doctor of Science degree in 1936.   Upon completion of his degree, Brown was again named to the faculty of Tuskegee Institute, but before assuming his duties at that institution he spent a year as Senior Postdoctoral Fellow at the Yale University School of Medicine.  

After his return to Tuskegee, Brown rose through the ranks of administrative posts while continuing to teach and do research.  He was appointed Head of the Department of Bacteriology (1936-42), Head of the Department of Natural Sciences (1942-46), Director of the Carver Research Foundation (1944-57), Vice President and Dean of Graduate Programs (1946-62) and then as Vice President (1968-70), he returned as Interim Director of the Carver Research Foundation 1976-79. He also spent time as a Distinguished Professor of Microbiology at the School of Medical Sciences, University of Nevada at Reno.  Brown was a member of the National Institute of Science, serving as its president, and a member of the Southern Branch of the Society for Microbiology.  He also served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Stillman College. Brown is credited with the invention of the viral impinger, which is used to inject foreign matter into a cell.

Brown is most remembered for developing the Carver Research Foundation’s tissue culture laboratory, which produced cultures of mammalian cells on a massive scale. During his career, Brown worked extensively in research on bacteriology, immunology, and HeLa cells.  Although Brown’s research did not specifically lead to the development of a polio vaccine, HeLa cell research in general played a key role in Jonas Salk’s successful development of a vaccine. Brown also authored several articles for scientific journals on various subjects, including systematic bacteriology, physiology of bacteria, and virus-host cell relationships.

Brown died on July 29, 1985 and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Tuskegee, Alabama.


Scope and Contents
The papers of Russell W. Brown consist of documents spanning 1953-82, and include research articles and data, personal and business correspondence, and manuscript articles prepared for publication by Dr. Brown during his tenure at the Tuskegee Institute. 

Articles and data included information on immunology, various types of cell research (particularly related to HeLa cells and polio) and specifics regarding Brown’s invention of the viral impinger.  Personal and business correspondence includes his biographical information, legal documents, vitae and recommendations.  Manuscripts include “The Ubiquitous HeLa Cell: Historic Account of the Mass Production of HeLa Cells and Prototype Animal Cell Repository at Tuskegee University” and reprints of articles by Brown, et al.


Arrangement

The papers are arranged into three series: 

Series I: 
Personal papers, 1955-70

Series II:
Research Materials, 1923-65

Series III:
Manuscripts and Articles, 1968-82


Restrictions

Restrictions on Access

There are no restrictions on access to these papers.

Restrictions on Use
Researchers are responsible for addressing copyright issues on materials not in the public domain.


Inventory
Series I: Personal Papers, 1955-1979.  Series contains legal papers, awards, 

   recommendations, vitae and personal correspondence.

Box
Folder

1
1
Biographical - Curriculum Vitae, Who’s Who: Amer. Men of Sci.

1
2
Biographical Sketches – R.W. Brown

1
3  
Brown, R.W. - Honorary Degree

1
4  
Carver-Foundation Hist [History]

1
5  
[IBM Customer Executive Program-Data Processing for Executives] Nov 4-8, 

     
1968 - papers and photos

1
6  
Legal Documents

1
7  
[List of Publications – R.W. Brown]; and biographical sketch

1
8  
Personal Correspondence; 1960-1968

Box
Folder

2
1  
Recommendations 1962-[1970]

2
2
[Report on Visit to Montserrat for the Monserrat Foundation] Theo. James 

     
Pinnock, Ph.D., Director HRDC Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

2
3 
Russell W. Brown, Howard University Alumni Award, 1955, Bronze medallion

2
4 
[Tuskegee Institute: Swimming and Diving-SIAC Champions, 1965]; booklet

Series II:  Research Materials, 1923-65.  Research data (particularly related to polio and 

HeLa cells), various scientific journal articles, correspondence, specific data   

regarding Brown’s invention of the viral impinger.

Box
Folder

3
1
 Blank folder name, [viral impinger]

3
2
 [Fels Research Institute for the Study of Human Development] 3 pamphlets

3
3
 Folic Acid Research Graphs

3
4
 Health Research Facilities, miscellaneous correspondence 

3
5
 [Long-term Preservation of Mammalian Cells with Liquid Nitrogen], article

3
6
 Mass Spectrometer, article

3
7
 [Miscellaneous Documents]; notes on Recombination Project, letters

3
8
 Petrov, N. N., N. A. Krotkina, A. V. Vadova and Z. A. Postnikova, article

3
9
 Poliomyelitis * General, articles

3
10
 [Poliomyelitis] article, Joseph L. Melnick

3
11
 Pomerat, C. M., articles

3
12
 Prell, Herman H., articles

3
13
 Prudhomme, Charles, pamphlet

3
14
 Rappaport, Catherine, Reprints from Bulletin of the World Health    

      
Organization, pamphlets

3
15
 Rappaport, Catherine, Reprints from Experimental Cell Research, articles

3
16
 Rappaport, Catherine, Reprints from Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol. Med. [Proceedings of 
      
      
 the Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine], pamphlet

3
17
 Reissig, Magdalena, articles

3
18
 Reod. [Reid,] Rpger [Roger] D., article

3
19
 Research Data; letters and data - HeLa cell research

3
20
 [Research Program] Dr. Brown, 6-15-53 to 8-3-53

3
21
 Research Protocols

3
22
 Rhomm, H. J., article

3
23
 Riazantseva, N. E., articles

3
24
 Richter, Kenneth M., article

3
25
 Rothblat, George H., article

3
26
 Rothfels, K. H., article

3
27
 Sarett, Herbert P., pamphlet

3
28
 Scales, E. Thomas, article

3
29 
 Scherer, W. F., Reprints from The American Journal of Pathology

3
30
 Scherer, William F., Reprints from Journal of Immunology

3
31
 Scherer, W. F., Reprints from The Journal- Lancet

3
32
 Scherer, Wm. F., Reprints from Soc. Exp. Bio. [Society for Experimental Biology 

      
 and Medicine]

3
33
 Siddique, I. H. (Reprints), articles

Box
Folder

4
34
 Smith, F.B., article

4
35
 Snyder, Fred (ORINS), article

4
36
 Southam, Chester M., article

4
37
 Swanson, Pearl P., article

4
38
 Sylverton, Jerome T., articles

4
39
 Taylor, J. L., articles

4
40
 Tissue Culture Studies in Japan, pamphlets

4
41
 Truscott, J. H. L., Booklet

4
42
 Vanderwal, R. J., articles

4
43
 Virtanen, Artturi I., article

4
44
 Vitamin Therapy, Nut. Res. Dept. [Nutritional Research Dept.], Abbott Lab., 

      
1945, book

4
45
 Watson, R. W., articles

4
46
 Weil, Thomas P., article

4
47
 West, Clarence J., book

4
48
 Wilkins, J. Ernest, Jr., pamphlet

4
49
 Williams, Joseph L., article

4
50
 Wolf, Par Etienne, articles

4
51
 Wood, Harland G., articles

4
52
 Wood, Charles E., photocopy

4
53
 Wright, Clarence W., articles
Series III:  Manuscripts and Articles, 1968-82.  HeLa cell research manuscripts and 

       various articles written by Brown.

Box
Folder

5
1
 [Historic Account of the Mass Production and Distribution of HeLa Cells and 

               
 Prototype Animal Cell Repository at Tuskegee Institute]; article and 

    
 correspondence from Journal of the History of Medicine
5
2
 Manuscripts for Publication

5
3
 Reprints - Brown, et al.; [articles by and about Russell W. Brown]

5
4
 [The Ubiquitous HeLa Cell: Historic Account of the Mass Production and 

    
 Distribution of HeLa Cells at Tuskegee Institute, 1953-55] 

5
5
 [The Ubiquitous HeLa Cell: Historic Account of the Mass Production of HeLa 

    
 Cells and Prototype Animal Cell Repository at Tuskegee University] Russell W. 

    
 Brown, William Scherer, Linda P. Washington, and James H.M. Henderson; 

    
 corrected copy

5
6
 [The Ubiquitous HeLa Cell: Historic Account of the Mass Production of HeLa 

    
 Cells and Prototype Animal Cell Repository at Tuskegee University] Russell W. 

    
 Brown, William Scherer, Linda P. Washington, and James H.M. Henderson;        

    
 manuscript

5
7
 [The Ubiquitous HeLa Cell: Historic Account of the Mass Production of HeLa 

    
 Cells and Prototype Animal Cell Repository at Tuskegee University] Russell W. 

    
 Brown, William Scherer, Linda P. Washington, and James H.M. Henderson; 

    
 manuscript copy, handwritten notes

5
8
 [The Ubiquitous HeLa Cell: Historic Account of the Mass Production of HeLa 

    
 Cells and Prototype Animal Cell Repository at Tuskegee University] Russell W. 

    
 Brown, William Scherer, Linda P. Washington, and James H.M. Henderson;  

    
 Publication copy returned to R.W. Brown from the Journal of Medicine
5
9  
 “The Mass Production and Distribution of HeLa Cells at Tuskegee Institute, 

 1953-55” in the Journal of the History of Medicine: Vol. 38, October 1983
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