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Collection Summary

Creator:


Benjamin Franklin Payton, (1932- 2016 )
Title:



Papers of Benjamin Franklin Payton





Dates:



1968-2003
Quantity:


.333 cubic feet

Identification:




Abstract:

Dr. Benjamin Franklin Payton (1932- 2016 ) became Tuskegee 





University’s fifth president on August 1, 1981.  He 






established the Gen. Daniel "Chappie" James Center for 





Aerospace Science Engineering and Health Education; 





launched Tuskegee University's first Ph.D. programs 





(Materials Science, Engineering, and Integrated 






Biosciences); developed the Tuskegee University National 





Center for Bioethics in Research and Health Care; and 





launched the Tuskegee University C. Alfred “Chief” 





Anderson Department of Aviation Science.  Dr. Payton’s 





legacy will further live on in the modernization of many of 





the universities buildings and programs.
Contact Information:
Tuskegee University Archives and Museums

Tuskegee University

Tuskegee, AL 36088 USA

Phone: (334) 725-2383
Fax: (334) 
Email: archives@tuskegee.edu
URL:  www.tuskegee.edu
Administrative Information


Preferred Citation

Papers of Benjamin Franklin Payton

Acquisition Information
Acquisition is ongoing by the Tuskegee University Archives.

Processing Information
The papers were received in two 1/3 c.f. archival boxes. There is no evidence that original order had been preserved.  During processing in 2007, metal fasteners were removed and the documents were placed in acid-free folders. Copies were made of newspaper clippings and poor quality paper documents onto acid free paper. When possible and if applicable, the file title was taken from the original file folder.  Since no original order was apparent, an order was imposed and series were created according to the subject matter of the records.  Original file names were preserved as they were found on the folders.  Blank folders were assigned titles according to the contents of the original folder. These artificial titles are noted in the inventory with square brackets. 

Index Terms

This collection is indexed under the following headings in the Tuskegee University Libraries online catalog.  Researchers seeking materials about related subjects, persons, organizations or places should search the catalog using these headings.

Subjects:

African American political activists—History

 Alabama—Politics and government

Tuskegee (Ala.)

Community development
 




Social work with African Americans



Southern States—Politics and government

Tuskegee University --Students
 


Persons:
Biography
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Benjamin Franklin Payton, PhD. (1932-2016), a native of Orangeburg, South Carolina, became Tuskegee University’s fifth president on August 1, 1981.  A graduate of South Carolina State College, Harvard University, Columbia University, and Yale University, Payton's leadership and vision furthered Tuskegee in pre-eminence among traditional Historic Black Colleges and Universities through the implementation of new fields of study and programs.  Payton was instrumental in the establishment of the General Daniel "Chappie" James Center for Aerospace Science Engineering and Health Education, which makes Tuskegee University the number-one producer of African American aerospace science engineers. Payton was also influential in the development the Tuskegee University National Center for Bioethics in Research and Health Care.  Tuskegee University’s National Center for Bioethics in Research and Health Care is the nation's first bioethics center devoted to engaging the sciences, humanities, law and religious faiths in the exploration of the core moral issues, which underlie research and medical treatment of African Americans and other underserved people. Furthermore, under his leadership, Tuskegee University developed the Tuskegee University C. Alfred “Chief” Anderson Department of Aviation Science, which prepares students in aircraft maintenance or as professional aviators. His further accomplishments include the implementation of Tuskegee University's first Ph.D. programs in Materials Science and Engineering. 
During Payton’s tenure, Tuskegee University’s campus saw construction and renovation projects that provided better facilities, more parking and increased student housing.  These improvements and advancements have kept Tuskegee University in the upper echelon of Historical Black Colleges and Universities.
Scope and Contents

The collection consists of documents generated or received by Benjamin Franklin Payton while serving as president of Tuskegee University. The bulk of the records date between 1968 and 1993; with some dated as late as 2003. They include correspondence, newspaper clippings, articles, pamphlets and other miscellaneous documents.  The records are potentially valuable to those interested in researching a history of Historical Black Colleges and Universities.
Arrangement

The documents are arranged into three series.  

Series I: 
Personal Papers and Correspondence, 1968-2003
Restrictions


Restrictions on Access

There are no restrictions on these papers.   

Restrictions on Use

Researchers are responsible for addressing copyright issues on materials not in the public domain.

Inventory

Series I. Personal Papers and Correspondence, 1949-95.  

Box Folder
1
1
[Biographical Information]
1
2
[Payton-Inauguration as 10th President of Benedict College, November 2, 1968]
1
3
[Payton-Inauguration at Tuskegee]
1
4
[Clippings-Inauguration]
1
5
[Payton Leads Zaire Team]
1
6
[Correspondence: 1984]
1
7
[Correspondence: 1992-1993]
1
8
[Correspondence: 1995]

1
9
[Correspondence: 1996]

1
10
[Correspondence: 2003]

1
11
[Clippings- 1991]

1
12
[Clippings]

1
13
[65th Annual Founder’s Day Observance Honoring B.F. Payton]

1
14
[85th Annual Summer Commencement Exercises]

1
15
[President’s Address to Freshman Class- August 20, 1995]

1
16
[The White House, March 31, 1992]

1
17
[Payton Before Subcommittee on Education, Arts and Humanities, September 19, 


1985]

1
18
[1991-92 Budget]

1
19
[Close Job Corps Center]

1
20
[Alabama State Agency for Federal Property Assistance- Distribution Document 


and Invoice]

1
21
[104th Birthday Celebration]

1
22
[Tuskegee’s Name Change]

1
23
[Inauguration of William Van Muse- Auburn University, May 29, 1992]

1
24
[White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities 



Newsletter, 1996, Winter]

1
25
[Alabama Archives Newsletter, Winter, 1992]

1
26
[Triumphs of the Mind, By Theodore Snodgrass]

1
27
[Everyday Heroes, By Beth Johnson]

1
28
[The Big Lie, By Unknown]
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