— It is usual to”portray the achlevement of individuals during

Ehis week of emphasis on the history of the Negro; but tonight I
wish to place emphasis on and to express rmppreciation for the
great mass of Negroes, the ncmeless millions who under their leaders

have sought adjustment in @@@@® = world that more than often has

been 2 hostile one.

e course of American history hzs been vitally affected by

the Negroas' presence in this country. In return e Negro has

taken on so mych of the culture of the fmerican citilization that

o

spite the fact that “ais suryival has depended on his capacity to ad-

Just himself to the dominant culture, and to make many accommodations,
This adjustmént has been zided to a great extent by his white
compatriots But much of what hys been achieved has been through th=

efforts /Of the Negro himself becauge he has not been welcomed as
a citizen as have meny groups which h

e cast their lot voluntarily

with this evolving civilization,

Slave Revolters., The first groups that I wish to mention

are those slaves who followed their leaders in plotting against
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~taeiT their masters—but partieculz
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this was the most sensational and desperate reaction of Negroes to

their status. They called this "carrying the fight to the enemy."

&

evolts and

They cccepted bloodshed as the price of liberty, .
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conspiracies persisted down to 18653 “Bhe ’begégiwith the institution
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of slavery i@ did not end until %gfwas bolished, As far as history
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goes, not one of these revots was successful, but sc deeply in-
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grained was the desire to become free, that the record is full of

) e o
the efforts of slaves to regain their freedom. Slavery may.hewve

«gmew 2 very profitable institution for many slave holders, but it

was also a very uphappy one, for over their heads hung constantly
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the fear of revolt by their slave workers. & /Ctif « g/
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Black Abclitionists. IHegroes gave support to the anti-slavery

" as well zs to the abolition,govement.ﬁ Strong abolitionist doctrines
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were preached by NegroééA éfor%\Garrison was born; even before the
War of Independence slaves brought actions against their masters

for their freedom, which they regardsd as their inglienable right.
ﬁéfing and after the Revolutl onary War, Negroes petitioned State and

Local Governments to emancipate all slaves., So extensive was this

movement that by 1830, Negroes had organized 50 anti-slavery societies,
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When militant abolitionism began, Negroes wa j
: al gan, g were ready to join

WA
with whites to eliminate slavery and‘organized their first national
J (2%

convention a year before Garrison's Liberator appeared. In fact,

most of the 25 subscribers to the first issue of Gerrison's paper
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Negro soldiers. One of the amszing phenomens in American history
1 ;«:
is the fact that throughout ;;s history of the United States, Negro

sodldiers have sought to fight in defense of their country, despite
tc o @0
the fact that their willingness of/—to=—fight has never been zccepted
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graciously, to say the least., While Negroes had distinguished them-
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selves in war previous to the Revolution; and despite the heroism of

such men as Crispus Attucks, Peter Salem and Saslem Poar and numbers
of others:2 in the overall policy for military service after General
Washingt;n took comm:nd, it was decided that Negroes services were
not meeded and they were excluded from enlistment, although those
already in the service were not affected. This policy would not
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have been changed hzd not Lord Dunmore, Governor of Virginia
N

issued an order freeing all Negroes and indentured servants gble and

willing to bear arms. Because of their persistence, before the end
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of the war, the Continental Congress weee enlisting slaves and freegi\
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those tha\\served at the end of their service,
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In the Civil War, Lincoln deferref arming Negroe%}because

"/"
/// white soldiers objected to their wearing uniform ecause he
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thought the border s tatés “would object and that this would alienate
the North. and alfhough Negroes rushed to offer their services

to the Union they were rejected. However, @88 such was the need
for men that Negroes eventually saw service in every theatre of
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operation during the war, (e
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In the War of 1812, there seemed to be no serious objection to

using Negroes #& there was little ind ination to recruit them.

They served in the Armf gnd the Navy and were 24CIEICT!
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unstinted praise‘by Navael officers., Y ah S Laer < Rt

ment of all sble bodied Americans 2L to 31. Their efforts to be-
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come officers were met withyr651stance N S e
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> until college

students at Howard University, Fisk, Atlanta, Tuskegee and other

institutions began s program of zgitation for the training of N> gro
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officers; qnd.@§§$b~they had ob&a&nni#the nemes of 1,500 Negro
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college men who wanted to become officerS‘h; the training of Negro
officers begin,
In World War II, with only about 5,000 Negroes within an army

of 230,000, cnd despite a clause in the Selective Service Act forbid-

ding discriminztion ,qgedmst Negroesun

againstwrazii'm"
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klnds ?%rough estim- te of 1 OOO 000 men =nd women served in the
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Various branches of the Armed serv1ces, Army, 701,678; navy,

165,000; coast guard, 5,000; Marine Corps, 17,000, women df in

various types of the servi ce, 4,000, E k*ﬂ e ﬂ&
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Negro Communicants_of Religious Denominations. Such religious

Bbs@lom Jones, William White
legders as Richard Allen, Peter Williams who started the movement
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ovry;
in the North N/ it

for separate Negro durches/could not have bﬁ

suecessful had they kg
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The graat masses supported thé durches

not had large followings ‘5
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so that the Negro churéhﬁbecéme not only & rais
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eommuniesnts, but social centers for Negroes, who had few other out-

lets. By 1950, it is estimated that the all Negro denominations
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4ﬂﬁ5yaai_&,membershlp of more than 5 millions, 35,000

churches and property valued at nearly $200 000,000,

P

")L, DA kLi——Q LQ/
Negr Businesses. The surviv,l and prosperity of Negro busi-



nesses is due to the support of the Negro

early mutual benefit societies =nd dSSOCiathnS have come the
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53 life insurance companies operated
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by Negroes W£f? a¢sets of $l37,708,76b.07faad insurance in force of
7 J p\

7 1,278,216,075.

ﬁqge 102 credit unions chartered under state and Federal

lows operated by Neg oes in 20 states could not have continued to
exist and grow without the support of large numbers of Negnes.

Similarly, although many of the early tanks of the Negro hage

o

A9 becguse Negro depositors

failed, @ROHEEEORERIERE
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and borrowers did not engage in trade, industry and commsrce in suf-

ficient volume to support them satisfactory, presently the Negro

approximately 7 S st S
is supporting/l4 banks s With combihed resources of ap@noﬁimaggiy
$35,000,000 in 1950, and 110,000 depositors.

I thirk Negro women are justifiably prouff of the pioneers in

especially of
the beauty business, Madam C. J. Walker @@@@@

A
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of such businesses to spring _ ng& women have Lo lempa-ram-
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~=RgBs supported these businesses, so that today, the beauty business
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$25,000,000
- gmong Negroes is g multl-mllllon dollar affair, giving to large

numbers of women beauty as well as jobs,

The Supporters of Negro newsp:pers. The Negro now supports

350 newspapers, magazines, bulletins, representing an investment

of more than $5,000,000 and employs more than 6,000 persons. With-

out the support of the @@@@® Negro population, the Negro press could

not exist. 1In turn, without the Negro press, who champion of
leaders

©@@@@@ their cause, Negro/would not have = platform from which to

speak, mass action would not be coordinated a=nd Negroes generally

would hardly be educated with respect to public affairs. They havr

become the champion of the masses and important business institu-

tions in the Negro's world,

Negro Organizations., No tribute is too great for Negro organiz,-
tions generally, especially those working for the religious, social
political «nd economic advancement of the Negro. While it is im-
possible to nzme d1 of the important organizations, it is entirely
pertinent ot n:me the National Associztion of Colored Women, est.ab-

LVé;GQ; le~£w~(kgh’m
lished in 1895 with the motto "Lifting as we clim?) These Wwomsnhave
set up girls' home, hospitals, have supported educational =nd welfare
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