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Speech made at the County Court H;use HApril 15, 19 at
during candidacy for the Macon County’Board of ﬁducg%ion 7b£. )
Jessie P. Guzman ’
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DEMOCRACY AND EDUCATION IN MACON. COUNTY

Friends and Fellow Citizens: The first guestion that was asked
me upon the announeement of my candidaey for membership on our
County Board of Fduecation was, "Why are you seeking the office? I
eonsider this a very appropriate question and it should be answered
fully and frankly. I intend to do this,

The second guestion was, "Are you going through with it?" That
is, "Are you really going to conduet a campaign for the office like
other eandidates?" There was a third guestion, "Do you plan to
serve if you are elected?" I shall dispose of questions two and
three by saying that my campaign opened offieially on Sunday, March
1%; and my presence here in the County Court House answers question
two. As to question three, I certainly do plan to serve on the
Board and to serve as ellectively and as cooperatively as 1 possibly

ean, Of eourse, I cannot serve unless the voters see it to elect

I think you would be interested in another comment., There are
some who have said, "We think it very brave of you to run for oifice;
but, of eourse, yéu know you eannct win." To be rerfectly frank,
these people are not interested in ny qfylifications, they are not
interested in the faect that I can serve effieciently if elected., They
can see only one thing--lI am a “egro woman,

I do not believe that sugch perscns speak ror the citizens of
Yaeon County. I d0 believe that there are persons within every

community in Macon County whouwill vote for me because they know
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I am qualified,

I shall, therefore, present to you something of my qualifi-
cations and also the prineciples for whiech I stand in seeking elec-
tion.

I am proud of the fact that I am a native Southerner, born in
that very beautiful eity, Savannah, Georgia. My elementary and
secondary education were obtained in Atlanta., 1 have a Bachel r
of Arts degree from Howard University, located in Washington, D, C.,
and the Master of Arts degree from Columbia University, New York
City. 1 have spent a year of study at the University of Chicago
in the fields of sociology and history, particularly as they relate
to the history and problems &f the South. From time to time, I
have taken summer courses in other universities,

I have had teaching experience from the graded school through
college and my thirty-three years in educ tional work have been di-
vided between teaching, administration and research. Having lived
in this county most of the time since 1923, I have had an cpportunity
through the vears to know the condition of many of the schools and
to become acquainted with the problems of pupils, of teachers, of
administrators and of parents, I have studied reports made on the
eounty's schools and know ebnditions from first hand information, 1
have seen the best schools and I have seen some of the worst, 1
have been to schools that were almost inaccessihle in rainy weather,
and know that there is very little in them to inSpire children to
become good citizens even when the weather is good,

For years, I have felt something should be done about our inade-

gquate scho-ls; and personally I have always wanted to make scme type
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of eonstructive contribution toward improving them, I am convinced
that membership on the Macon County Board of Education will give
mé an orportunity to fulfill what I eonsider to be an obligation,

As a member, I can be of serviece to the Board in ways it has
not previously considereds for I am deeply interested in the educa-
ticn of every child and in all 6f the schools and I can and will
bring valuable points of view to the Board's deliberations. In the
times that are ahead of us, publie offiecials will need the cooperation
of all of its well-meaning citizens,

Fach of us in this eounty is a guardian of the @emocratic way
of 1ife. I not only believe in the democratie way of life, but 1
am willing to give it an opportunity to operate. I am sure there
are no individuals or groups in our county who, if qu-stioned, would
admit that they do not believe in American democracy. And yet, for
a long time, there have been those who conseiously or une nseiously
have reserved for themselves more privileges and obligations than
they are willling to allow others of théir fellow citizens. They
have thus denied to all of the people of the eounty the benefits that
cooperation can bring to all phases of our eounty life,

I have no politieal record on which to stand, but I do believe
in democracy as set {orth in our fundamental documents--the Declaration
of Independence, the Constitution of the United States and the Bill
of Rights. And, I will adhere to these principles if I am elected
to the County Board of Education.

I Believe in the Practice As Well As the Theory
of Deroeracy.

As you no doubt are aware, the County Board of Educaticq)

according to the law, administers al. affairs ecnnected with publie
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instruetion. Its responsibility ertends to the physical plant, to
personnel, to the handling of the school funds and to the adwinister-
ing of the curriculum. Its functions are broad and inclusive.
Representative of all of the people of the county, it is erpected to
set in the interest of all of the ghildren of the people under 1its
jurisdietion, As prosengly ccnstituted, our County School Board is
undemoeratie, becausc it is representative of only one segment of our
people, but it admij%ters school affairs for the total population,

vy slection to the Board would remedy this situation.

Although the election of a Negro to phiblie office would be sime-
thing unique in Macon County, it 1s not unicue in other places. In
a nurber of South-rn States--Kentueky, Virginia, North Carolina,
Tennessee, Missouri--such elections have been taking place for years.
Just within the past few months, in Atlanta, Georgia, Pregident Rue
fii/ﬁ. Clement of Atlanta University became a member of that city's
School Board, elected by both Negro and white citizens; agud, he was
weleomed by the Board's other members. Indeed, he eould hardly have
been elected had only Negroes voted for him., Put because of his
unquestionable qualifieations, both Negro and white electors voted
him into office,

This South of ours 1s unﬁergaing;éreat population changts, great

eecnomie changes and great political changes. These changes are

Qo wnell oo ,
affeeting our attitudes ag? sur values. In Macon County, we have a
wonderful opportunity to get into the rainstream of our progressive
South and to set an example for those places that are not as far
advanced in their democratie thinking as we are. Cooperation to us 1s
not new. In many aspects of our life, it has been going on for yearsj

although many of our people do not realize this fact, Actualli’mur
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entire community life revolves arcund cooperation,

A eommunity, and we say this is the Macon County ecommunity,
is eoncerned priparily with harmony ameong groups within it, with
their adjustment to each other in a way that will make for solidarity
and accommodation, A real eowmunity attempts to develop a working
arrangement that will resclve eonflicts and make esnsistent progress
pwssiblaf I am eertain that all elements of our people want Macon
County to keep on making ecnsistent progress, And those of us who
have been here during the past twenty-{ive, thifty or more years,
‘mow just how much progress has been made., There are certain phases
of our life, however, in whiech time seems to have st .od still, Sne
is offieial represent .tion on our County Board of Bducation,

Some 25,771 of Maeon County's 30,561 population up to this
date have had no voiece in the administration of their school system,
ooperation would recognize that this large number of persansf/%umgl//
are as much concerned about school problems as are the 4,777 who are
represented. That this situation should be remedied, I am sure all
falr-minded citizens will agree. Macon County gan and should take
the lead in 1atfing the world know that as Americans we know what
real demoeracy is; and that we know how to live according to its
prineiples, Our County will discover that when it utilizes the
services of all of its eitizens for the common good, we will all
benefit. Is Macon County brave enough to accept this challenge of
democracy? I am of the opinion that it is,

I Believe that Publie School Funds Should be
Demoeratically Distriiuted,
The time has eome when we mast think of the intrinsie value of

all of our children and to see that each receives equably his
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share of educational oyportunitg)nrovided by publie funds. In
Maeon County, according to the most recent annual report of the
State Board of Bducation, we have a total of 6,782 children en-
rolled in grades from one to twelve, Of this number, 5,018 are
Negro children and 96% are white children, In other uords,‘thure
a“ézz§gwag§$w c¢hildren for ev ry one white child in the county. How-
ever, if one eompares the expenditures for education by our County
Sehool Board, it will be disecovered that proportionately wmore is
expanded for the three white schools than is expended proportionately
for the fifty-two Negro scho 1s,

iaeh ehild is an Ameriecan citizen. 4nd upon the preparation of
each depends the future of our coWntry. Public funds provided for

the edueation of all of the childrentg&-%he—caﬁé§§;f;h;uld be s0

distributed that not one cent more shail be spent on cone than on the

ather, Bach enhild's education 1s equally important. Our State, as
vou proebably know, is alm st at the botton in the educational ranking

of States; and Macon County 18 e ; expendltures for education
among our sixtye-seven counties. 8o you ean readily see that no child
in our eounty gets an adequate educ tion. 8o when funds are not ,
sroportionately distributed, many are not getting the benefit even of
the small amount > /\suyposed to receive.

This same prineiple of equalization under our present laws

should extend to every phase of education--to teachers' salaries,
to sehool buildings, to equipwent, to every facility and service,
to the currieulum, to per pupil value of sehool plant and to every
exprenditure that can be ¢ rpared, The Alabama law calls {or uniform

sehools, If elected to the Board, I shall work for conforrity to the
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I Felieve that Citizens' Should be Stimulated
to have more Interest in and to Partieipate in
the Educational Affairs of our County

Citizens' Committees in other states, not connected with the
Pe Te A,'s or school Trustee Boards, have long interested themselves
in the affairs of the schools in their communities. Educational
authorities usually welecome such partieipation. How many of us
now that a speeial puﬁlic meeting on the second Tuesday in May of
each year is provided, by dlabama law, at which time the public may
present to the School Board matters concerning allotment of publie
funds or other administrative affairst Or, that the County Board
of Education is expected to publish in the County newspaper, in
Oetober, an itemized annual report covering eonditicns, current
accomplishments, needs for improvement of the schools and business
and finaneial transactions of the Board? 1 believe it is the duty
of informed people to study sueh reports and to aet intelligently
on them,

It is important for us to know some of the other provisions
of the law., It states: "It is the duty of the County Board of Edu-
eation to condemn all buildings that are unsanitary and unfit for
use." Do the eitizens know how many of our schools are unfit for uset
Have we coneerned ourselves about them?

The law also requires the Board of Education to earry out a
building program, adequate to the present and future needs of the
schools in the ecounty. The Board is instruégg/to make provisions to
supply adegquate space and suificient suppli;; and eqguipment to enable
elementary schools to provide rieh and varied experiences, suited to

the needs of each individual pupil. It is the eitizens' obligation

to see that the School Board performs its duty to all of the schools
in these respects. This cannot be done unless actual contitions in
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sur sehools are known, Such studies should be made or authorized
by the offiecial guardians of education, or by citizegfg;ércups wOrke
ing in cooperation with the Board.

1f I am elected to the Sehool Board, I shall make the welfare
of the fifty-five schools in the County my speclal coneern, such
coneern to be based on actualif;;udy.

The Macon County Board of BEducation is to be commended for the
achievements it has made in educational improvements during the past
few years, particularly in equalizing length of school term, Ime-
provement also has been made in transportaticn faeclilities, in employirg
mome teachers, in teachers' salaries and in other expenditures, fer—edu=""

j}———cattunu However, improvement is not enough vhen democraey is cone-
/ ecrned., We as eitizens should not be satisfled until each inequallty

in education in the county has been diseontinued.

on January 13 of this year, the State Suprrintendent of Lduca=-
tion reported that it would take $300,000,000 to bring the sehools
of the 8tate up to the ideal level. of tis amount, Macon County
would need $3,620,000, Since we have two school systeé%233,3ha,040
of this amount would have to be spent on the Negro schools to bring
them up to the ideal, while $200,000 would go to white schools for
the same purpcse.

ior us as citizens, this report has great gignificance, It is
indicative not only of differentials in school expenditures but
it gives us a very good idea of the poor eondition of gll of our
ecounty schools. We cannot afford to sit passively by and permit
this eondition to econtinue, Ve must do something eonstructive to
raise the level of eaeh of our schools. We have too great a stake

in them.
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friends and Fellow Citizens, it is time for Christian ethics
to operate in the matter of administering the schools in our County.
The pe ple of good-will and visgion of this community must get together
and vote in members of the County Board of Education who will apply
Christian codes to public matters., The Board of Education will be
né better than the citizens of Macon County wish it to be.

The gurrieulum of the State of Alabama provides for givie education,
s0 that each ehild will devel p ideals and practices that will prepare
himifor good citizenship., The best kind of instruction comes from
setting the proper example. In'our ccunty, we will be setting the
proper example when democracy operates in the whole school system
beginning with the County Board of Rducation.

I assure you, 1 shall work for social justice in education, if
elected., UWot only that, but I shall encourage the ;gzatice of
Christian prineiples as a matter of publie as well as personal ethics,

These words, recently uttered by Jonathan Daniels, that dise
tinguished editor of the Hews and Observer, Raleigh, North Carolina,
is most significant for ocur times. He says, "The real division among
men is not based upon eolor but upon character, And it is the mark
of the character of a man that he will not permit the dominance of
his prejudieés over his faith. It is not required of us that we be
always happy in change. It is required that we honor a faith whieh
we would have the world defend. Ve will be most seeure in the world
when the least and the last among us walk as his right in dignity and
prides Cod speed us to that hour,"”



