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PREFACE

The colored farmers of Macon County alone ought te produce
annually 1,000,000 bushels of sweet potatoes in addition to their
cotton crops. A sweet potato is something that can always be used.
It can be used to feed cows, pigs and chickens. Aside from this,
there is anlways sale for sweet potatoes. There is no better climate
or soil in the world for producing sweet potatoes than we have right
here in Macon County, and there is no reason why any farmer even
though his cotton erop fails, should not be in good condition by
reason of having planted sweet potatoes to eat and sell. Let us all
unite in making Macon County the banner sweet-potato-producing
county throughout the entire South.



I
i
i
:
i

U BULLETIN NUMBER THIRTY

evenly distributed throughout the growing season. In this, Mason
Cuu_-::ﬁ is espacinlly favorad. "
sofl, for the most part, is considered a light groy, with an
admixture of sand, varying from 11 to 85 per comt, and seems es-
pecially ndapted to the growing of mot snly large yields, but pota-
toes of exceptionally fine flaver.
Heavy, waxy, clay sefls are not conducive to heavy yields of
potatoss, bat fortunately there ks but very Hittle sell of this kind in

the county.
Selecting the Beed

Expariments seem to indicsts that very large potitoes are not
preferable for seed, but those messuring from an inch to an ineh
and a half in diameter—they should be smooth, leng or round as
the variety seggests, and free from any weody or stringy appear-
ance. DHacard any having specks of decay or that have blemishes
of any kind. Alse select seed from those hilla that show the largest
percentages of marketable potatoes. the best flavor, the richest color
and the largest yield. -
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‘:‘,l'; \ Properation of Land
. In this county the land should be broadeasted to &
TR
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Ninety days after transplanting is an ald rule, but we have besn
able to get poiatoes as large as goose eggs, from the sarliest wva-
, dn 70 days. ;
Vime Cotting

is genesally conceded that after the vines hawe begen to run
the cuttings are far more preferabls than the aslipa. Several
dovoted considerable time to this important problam
favornble conditions there is practically mo
They did, however, find that a clese prun-
of the vinen decreased the amount of marketable polatoes by
small ones

above In 1908 and 1908,
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~ RESULTS OF LAND POORLY PREPARED
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repeatedly ontil the sadl is l.hvnmugﬂ:r pailverized and mized. If
commercial  fertilizers are used, apply “in the drill,” the same as
for cotton.

Ridges fram 3 to 6 inches above the walleys shauld bs mads b,
threwing twe farrows together with a turmning plow. Just before
planting the tops of these ridges should be knocked off with a board
drag, or something of the sort. In land that ks Inclined to be wet,
cold and elammy (which i quite unflt for large yields of potatoes),
make the ridges muoch higher, 12 inches often beng nome too high;
the object here is to dry oul the ground

If the largest quantity possible is desired per mere, make the
rows 2 1-2 feat in width. Ordinarily the rows are from 4 to 8 1.2
fest from center to center.
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In planting set the slips a little deeper than they were in the
plant bed. Just after & moderate shower iz the most favorable
time for setting, alibough this can be successfully dene in very hot,
dry weather as follows: (a) By watering the plants, which is tedioos
and impracticable where large acreages are to be planted. (b) By
puddling or mudding the roots, which consists of making & loblelly
of thin elay mortar and dipping the roots into lt—balls of this moist
clay will stick to the roota and stem and, if planted st once, will
tide the plant over § or 10 days of protracted droaght.

Fertilizing
A seriea of experiméents demenstrated that the grey mandy solls
of Macon County respond best to & mixture of 600 pounds of muriate

of potash, 120 pounds of acid phosphate, and 76 pounds of nitrate of
sods par sere, making o total of 796 pounds. The applieation was

. made exmctly the same as for planting eotton, excopt that only half

of the mixture was applied before the plants were set; the other when
the plants began to run vigorously. A Ghant fertilizer distribator
was used to put the fertilized down each time. The second ap-
plication of the fertilizers gave the best results, as our solls are
leachy, and much of it wonld bave been washed awny snd probably
an equal amount sunken below the depth to which the reots could
meach, if all had been put in st one time.

> Ne. 1, Correct Caltivation :
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(A} Two inches of fing sall.
(B) Seven inches of loocse mellow auil.
(C) Subsdil full of water.
No. 2, Incorrect Cultivation

{A) Bix-imch cubtivation, the ground left locss and
(B) Three additional inches of loose earth, which will dry out

very fast. -
(C) Bubsell with lta capllllary water, much of which will sson
be exhansted.

All that is necessary here is to keep the ground free frem woads,
and make it loose amd porous so that the soil bacteria can et
plenty of air, to enable them to do their highest sérvice: also teo
create and preserve a dust mulch to tide the plants over periods of
drought.

The above eut is -dfrnpimhrr;ﬂhuﬂ;mmmdq
cultivation given in No. 2 hax cut the feed roots, and has not enly
reduced the amount of follage, but greatly redveed the crop of

potatoes,

Insect Enemics

I this section there are practically mo Insects that give the

farmer trovble—noither cut worms, fleh beetles or the Tortoiss

beetles. The constant stirring of the ground and the vigorous growth

are all agminet injorious sttacks of insects.
&
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soemn {0 be equally affectad. The (ubérs are more or less marked
{acearding to the severity of the disease) with dark brewn patches,
which lim the whale tuber an nrbpl-t-.l.l:rl.t bitter taste. If oaly
slightly affected, they bear & strong resemblance, in tarte, to froated
potatoss, and for this reason many mistakes are made It oftea
stiacks the plants in the bed, and may be recognized by the plants
tuming black at the boltom, and of course such will scon die

Remadies
{m) .hu&lphnﬂg alips firom & diseased bed.

{b) Do not save seed from a field containing discased tubers,
(e} Rotate th erep; do not plant two years in the same place.

|
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Immature Potato

{a) Mothing but mature potatoss should be banked. (See cut)

{b) Dry them thoroughly before storing.

{2} Avold s far ms possible the putting in of tubsrs cut, brulsed
or injured in any way. .

{d) Keap cool amd as dry s possible; also free from mice, rats or
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. reviously soaked in hot water; season with salt and & dish of pep.
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dome; slip the skinsg off, and pack into the cans ng tightly as p-u“,l.
ble without mashing; exhanst 15 or 20 minutes; seal, and cook B-
pound cans 45 minutes at 240 degrees Fahrenhelt, or 00 mincies at
212 degress Fahrenhsit.™

As a Food for Stock

The value of root crops for stock has so long besn recognized
that it i almest wnlversally regarded as & necessity, not alome for
the sciual food sutrients they contain, but the peculiar dintetic offect
g0 esgential o the well-being of all animals.

A glance st the table below will convines the most skeptical of
fta superiority over many of the standard feod-stuffs.

Average Compositian

Food Material Protein, or Muscle Carbohydrates, or Fat
" Hullders Formers

14 per cent. 7.6 per comt.
1.1 per cent. Té por cemts
1.2 per, cont. 80 per cent
L1 per cent. 5.4 per cent.
LG per cent. 114 per cemt.
L5 per cent. 6.4 per cent.

Wae readily see that the potaio contains practically as much
muscle-bullding material as any, and more thon double that of the
fat formers. 2

In view of the above table and most especially the fact that years
of eéxperience has taught us that the swest potato crop is the one
that can ba deperdod upon in faverahls years for an enormous yield,
which can he greatly increased with a liitle intelligent direction
in the preparaton of the seil, fortilization, stc. Wa have been able
to prodece here on our Exporiment Station 350 bushels to the acre,
snd 1 fully believe our soils can be made to yield 508 bashels of the
eonser growing varieties. Y

A serbe of experiments have proven that the Dooley Yam, South.

'mMWhYnminﬂmﬁ’hHildMHlmmﬂ_m
be left aut in the field with but slight injury for feeding purposes,
which would save the expense of housing or banking amd the pos-
sible. large loss from decay.

Experiment No. 1

M. M. ¥, Darthard, in charge of the horses and mules, who per-
sonally conducted the following experiment, is enthesiastic over the
results. The experiment eoversd & pericd of 30 days:
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